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Abstract

This research aims at studying about falling into hell and enlightening of
warrior spirits in seven Zeami’s Noh Plays: Atsumori, Kiyotsune, Sanemori, Tadanori,
Michimori, Yashima, and Yorimasa.

The research findings show that even though the Japanese in the Middle Ages
believed that if they prayed ten times, they would be able to be reborn in the land of
Sukhavati according to the teaching of Sukhavati sect. However, it was found that the
warrior spirits in all seven Zeami’s Noh plays could not be reborn in the land of
Sukhavati immediately after death even though the warriors in some plays prayed ten
times at the end of their lives. The warrior spirits of all plays must firstly fall into the
realm of hell because of the sins they committed while they were still alive.
Additionally, the research finding show that the Kiyotsune was the only one play which
a spirit could attain enlightenment on its own. However, the spirits in the other six
plays were helped to attain enlishtenment by other characters. For example, monks

dedicated merit or villagers asked the monks to dedicate merit for the spirits.

Key words: Noh plays, Zeami, warrior spirit, falling into hell, Buddhahood
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